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 In Malaysia, Human Immunodeficiency Virus / Acquired Immunodeficiency Disease 

Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) cases had increased dramatically since the first cases were identified in 

1986. Of the total 94,841 cumulative HIV cases after more than twenty five years. Further, 

confined youth tends to have higher rates of HIV/AIDS than adolescent in the community, 

indicating significant risk for HIV among confined youth. A total of 720 respondents were 

surveyed which were 360 respondents Hospital Tuanku Jaafar, Seremban (HJTS) healthcare 

providers and 360 public respondents in Seremban, Negeri Sembilan. A convenient sampling 

technique was employed. The questionnaire consists of four parts; demographic data, 

knowledge of HIV/AIDS, attitude towards PHLIV and perception towards HIV/AIDS risk. Mean 

age of both group of respondents were 18 – 29 years old. More than 60% of both groups of 

respondents were female. Result showed that the HTJS healthcare provider respondents had 

good level of knowledge of HIV/AIDS (mean = 83.62) and public respondents had poor level of 

knowledge of HIV/AIDS (mean = 48.72). There was significant difference (p = 0.001) in level of 

knowledge on HIV/AIDS between HTJS healthcare provider and public. Both group of 

respondents shown negative attitudes toward people living with HIV (PLHIV). There was a 

moderate linear correlation (r = 0.535) between the level of the HIV/AIDS knowledge with their 

attitudes towards people living with HIV/AIDS and it is statistically significant, (p = <0.001). Due 

to the apparent insufficient knowledge, discriminatory attitudes towards PLHIV as well as 

perceived misconception towards the HIV/AIDS risk addressed in this study highlight the need 

for a massive health education program regarding HIV/AIDS in this study population. Future 

research and interventions in this area are acquired to help the public increase their knowledge 

and awareness on HIV/AIDS 


